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HUSBAND AND WIFE
Q. In Hinduism devotion of wife to her husband and
her complete merger ifi him is the highest aim, never mind
whether the husband is a fiend or an embodiment of love.
If this be the correct conduct for a wife, may she, in the
teeth of opposition by her husband, undertake national
service ? Or must she only go as far as the husband will
permit her to go ?
A. My ideal of a wife is Sita and of a husband Rama.
But Sita was no slave of Rama. Or each was slave of the
other. Rama is ever considerate to Sita. Where there is
true love, the question1 asked does not occur. Where there
is no true love, the bond has never existed. But the Hindu
household of today is a conundrum. Husbands and wives
when they are married know nothing of one another.
Religious sanction fortified by custom and the even flow of
the lives of the married people keep the peace in the vast
majority of the Hindu households. But when either wife or
husband holds views out of the ordinary, there is danger
of jars. In the case of the husband he has no scruples. He
does not consider himself under any obligation to consult
his partner's wishes. He regards his wife as his property.
And the poor wife, who believes in the husband's claim,
often suppresses herself. I think there is a way out. Mirabai
has shown the way. The wife has a perfect right to take
her own course and meekly brave the consequences when
she knows herself to be in the right and when her
resistance is for a nobler purpose.
Q. If a husband is say, a meat-eater and the wife
considers meat-eating an evil, may she follow her own
bent ? May she even try by all loving ways to wean her
husband from meat-eating or the like ? Or is she bound to
cook meat for her husband or, worse still, is she bound to
eat it, if the husband requires her ? If you say that the
80